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All Priority Topics and Comments Submitted: 

Priority # 1: Harvest Equipment Sanitation 
Comment 1: Review of HFC to determine if equipment sanitation metrics need to be updated. 

• Recent microbial positives found on harvest equipment which led to the FDA harvest equipment 

sampling plan have identified potential areas that need improvement in equipment sanitation 

and hygienic design. 

Comment 2: Harvest Equipment Sanitation 

• Equipment sanitation has not formally been reviewed since 2020 and has recently been the focus 

of special sampling projects with the FDA.   

• Reviewing our industry best practices to ensure the most effective sanitation practices is of urgent 

need.   Equipment used during harvest has the potential to cross-contaminate produce on a large 

scale, therefore the potential positive impact is great.  

Comment 3: Harvest Equipment Sanitation 

• Sanitation of our harvesting equipment has shown to be a harborage point for pathogens of 

concern.  We need to take cleaning and the hygienic design of this equipment seriously and make 

robust requirements for both.   

Comment 4: Cleaning and Sanitation of Harvest Equipment 

• While C&S has been a focus historically, and improvements in knowledge by industry have been 

made, there is still a calibration that needs to occur industrywide. 

Comment 5: Review Sanitation requirements (Realistically for an outside environment) 

• Review Sanitation requirements of harvesting equipment many things are being asked from 

harvesting companies and or suppliers, but these requirements are being developed by people 

who do not have any harvest experience as their experience is processing plants. Also Harvest 

machine cleaning companies have been trying to influence certain shippers as to what is needed 

with regards to sanitation because this will increase their bottom line by spending more time 

cleaning the machines. The same goes with Chemical companies why are there companies that 

supply chemicals involved in creating the sanitation procedures and trying to sell their products? 

• The impact would be a realistic Sanitation Program that is not influenced by outside groups of 

interest. 

Comment 6: Standards and performance criteria for field harvest equipment cleaning and sanitation 

Comment 7: Harvest Machine Sanitation 

• Create a dedicated section of the metrics to harvest equipment and tools sanitation.   

• Also add sanitation of other items (water storage, containers, bathrooms, etc) for better 

alignment of cleaning and sanitizing protocols) 

Comment 8: Harvest Sanitation   



Supplemental Document to the CA LGMA Priority Setting Report 

CA LGMA Priority Setng Report 

 

4 
 

March 4, 2024 
 

• Updating the metrics from having to have an “SOP” as it is now to taking the next step of defining 

what must be in a “daily SOP” and how, what, and when execution looks like. 

• Putting the more complicated concepts of PEC/PIC and sanitary design would be a future step but 

requiring an equipment sanitary design review might not be unreasonable.  

• Some other elements that to some degrees are already in place for many companies would be: 

▪ Seven steps of sanitation. 
▪ Chemical concentrations needed per chemical and verification checks of chemical 

concentrations. 
▪ Rinse from top to bottom. 
▪ Color code system for sanitation tools for food contact vs. non-food contact 

areas. 
▪ Employee proficiency testing program. 

Topic # 2 Ag Water Standards 
Comment 1: Review of water standards 

• With the Ag Water rule soon to be released and 2 + years of requirement water treatment for 

open water sources it would be beneficial to review the water metrics and assess for any needed 

modifications/changes. 

Comment 2: Water Review 

• It has been 5 years since the LGMA's have reviewed the water section after the significant water 

changes were adopted.  There are parts of the water section that could be clearer and areas that 

could be combined to make the section less overwhelming to individuals implementing the 

practices. As well as streamlining the metrics to limit interpretation errors while maintaining 

effective water quality assessments.   

• With the FDA FSMA water updates pending, this section review might need to be held off until 

that update is published; but it should be a key area to be reviewed once that is released.    

Comment 3: Agricultural Water 

• The area of water sampling and assessment has resurfaced repeatedly. Progress needs to be made 

concerning the scientific evidence available to the industry. Subpart E (proposed) shifts the 

industry away from testing, which may have large implications. 

Comment 4: Meaningful science-based water quality risk assessment and corrective measures standards 

and metrics for Type A and Type B to A 

• Current systems are not using the knowledge we know for validation of Type A water and 

verification of source and distribution/conveyances following major storm and flood events.   

Comment 5:  Water Metrics 

• Integrate high-volume sampling using dead-end ultrafiltration following FDA methodology by the 

FDA’s SOP for Dead End Ultrafiltration in the Field for Bacterial Pathogens Issue August 19, 2021, 

Rev 7 

Comment 6: Regarding Type A water 
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Not all water sampling needs to be converted to filter sampling, but this is how the FDA does it and their 

method will soon be published as the official BAM method we would be remiss to not take a step forward 

to start incorporating this into LGMA metrics.   Some example concepts here that could be incorporated 

into existing requirements are annual (preseason) filter sampling (3-100 L samples) and analysis (ECC, TCC) 

of wells to verify type A status. To get this going, may consider requiring one well per ranch (with 

alternating wells for the next season). All wells are considered Type A unless they fail. SOP for water 

sampling shall include the use of filter sampling and implemented for at least one per ranch per season 

Annual water distribution system filter sampling (3-100 L samples) and analysis (ECC, TCC).  Once per 

ranch at preseason. 

Topic #3: Preharvest testing for leafy greens. 
Comment 1: Pre-Harvest Pathogen Testing requirement for all leafy greens 

• So much talk and debate regarding this topic, yet we know 90% of the industry is doing it.  We 

must try to standardize to make our methods, procedures, and thus our results as relevant as 

possible. I know we have the test now, but we need to just move forward with having this as a 

requirement for every leafy green under LGMA's domain. 

Comment 2: Pre-harvest Sampling and Testing 

• Enhance the requirement based on already accepted practices such as Canada’s requirements.   

Topic #4 Tissue test standards  
Comment 1: Establishing tissue testing standards and equivalency across platforms. 

• Data aggregation and data analysis towards meaningful and useful predictive models require this 

be established. 

Topic #5: Buffer distances and adjacent land use 
Comment 1: Re-Assessment of buffer distances 

• FDA has highlighted neighboring/adjacent land in outbreak recaps.  It would be beneficial to 

review current buffer distances to ensure they are still adequate. 

Comment 2: Adjacent land Atmospheric Deposition 

• Recent research has elevated the discussion regarding the potential impacts of rouge dust from 

adjacent land activities to produce farms. Additional research is needed in this area as well as 

communications for industry. 

Topic # 6 Flooding 
Comment 1: Flooding 

• Arizona did not have time to take this topic up during the last review after the special project 

research was published, largely because of the timing of the release of the research and when our 

new season began.  We'd like the opportunity to reopen that discussion and make necessary 

updates to that section.  Considering the recent wet weather in growing regions over the past 2 

seasons, the impact would be significant, and ensure we are applying the recent scientific findings.   
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Topic # 7: LGMA Metrics Review 
Comment 1: Modernization of LGMA Metrics 

• How many versions of other standards have come out in the last 15 years?   (GFSI as an example).  

While we add new requirements to the metrics, we need a complete refresher of how it is stored, 

organized, and the relevant topics.   It is time to have a LGMA metric version 2.0. 

Comment 2: Review of CA LGMA 

• Review the CALGMA to clean it up as it is very confusing with all the additions and changes that 

were made several times. Review should also include clarifying what is being asked for as a lot of 

people do not understand it. 

Comment #3: Metric Reorganization and Update 

• Review best practices and update (Add needed best practices and remove practices considered 
not necessary or impactful to food safety) 

• Re-format the metrics (Re-organize the document so it is more user-friendly and easier to read) 
 

Topic # 8 Soil amendment and soil Inputs 
Comment 1: Strong guidance for all uses of biofertilizers, bio stimulants, and other zoonotic pathogen 

amplification potential from any source used for fertigation. 

• Too much evidence for the introduction of contamination with these inputs or amplification of 

otherwise minimal risk environmental contamination. 

Comment 2: There are multiple areas suggested for review including but not limited to:  

• Adding EHEC along with STEC 

• Adding Listeria Mono for certain inputs 

• Not allowing 0-day application intervals for some products (no less than 7 days) 

Comment 3: Compost sampling depth and moisture content 

• Integrate a finished compost moisture content minimum as part of processing validation records.  

• Assure compost sampling requirements for depth of sample meet best practices. 

Topic #9: Well Assessment 
Comment 1:  Assure all parts of the well are managed and maintained to prevent contamination of the 

water. Including:  

• Periodic backflows check valve review when well is off or issues are noted 

• Well vent assessment to assure they are properly designed and sloped so they are protected and 
protect the water source.  

• *Might include best practice language when well is possibly compromised by standing water, 

flooding, or other events 

Topic # 10 Alignment with Arizona Metrics:  
Comment 1: Align requirements for CA and AZ LGMA-accepted food safety guidelines. 
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• Remove the requirement to document assigned food safety approved for sign-off documentation.  
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